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What is the BookStart Fund?

It is a fund at the Fort Wayne Community
Foundation that makes it easy for donors to
provide good new books for families served by
local agencies, including SCAN, the Urban
League, and Healthier Moms & Babies. The
agency workers give the new books at visits with
parents and young children, newborn to three.

The books are chosen to appeal to the children
and to their parents! They are purchased at
quantity discounts from the publishers. We select
books that show loving family environments,
diversity, and humor. Since the families already
know the agency workers, they are comfortable
hearing and taking the suggestions about making
reading aloud a family routine.

A Typical Magical Result

A Healthy Families worker at SCAN who
makes regular visits to a family with an infant,
a toddler and a preschooler wrote that the
children always want someone to read the new
books to them right away. “When I come
through the door the children always ask for
their new books. When the visit is over, the
mom settles down with a pillow on her lap and
reads to them while she breast feeds the baby,
the other children sitting next to her. You
would have to see it!”’

Reading Is More Than Words

“The most important thing, I believe, about
books for babies and very young children is that
they are shared between the child and a caring
adult. It is a time for physical closeness and
comfort, of quiet and harmony, of sharing ideas

and emotions, laughing and learning together.”

Jan Ormerod, author/illustrator
of hundreds of children’s books

“This harmonious time together...creates a
clear link in a child s mind between pleasure
and books.” Later, when the child ‘“‘faces the
potentially difficult task of mastering reading
mechanics, the knowledge that books are
pleasurable will provide motivation. ... But
reading aloud isn t just about improving a child’s
future, important as that is. ... Good books enrich
a child s life, bringing the magic of story, the
satisfaction of acquiring information, and the joy
of looking at art.”

Kathleen Odean, Former chair of
the Newbery Award Committee

In the BookStart Fund’s First Year

Number of Donors ..................... 59
Contributions ............... 8315,064.50
Books Purchased................... 5,050
Families touched so far......... 750+




BookStart Fund Donors

* Marks new donors since last newsletter
! Marks donors who have given more than once!

Kathy & Steve Adair * Sue & Rich Ferguson ! Michael Mastrangelo
Adie & Dick Baach ! Helen Frost Sue & Mick McCollum *
Liz Banse & Brian Clark ! Rikki & Lenny Goldstein * Susan & David Meyer
Stephany Bourne Maureen & Alan Grinsfelder * Scott Miller *
Cathy Brown Sandy & Jay Habig * Mary & George Morrison !
Betty & Isa Canavati Dan Hales * Bob Nance
Kathy & Alan Candioto * Sue & Mike Horton * Martha Noel *
Weili Chen * Diane Humphrey * Penney & Rick Phillips !
Ginny & Will Clark ! Donna & Bob Jesse * Carol & Randy Roberts *
Nena & Will Clark * Susie & Evan Jones Mimi Rolland !
Anne & Chris Coon Micki & Sherwin Kepes * Vaun Smith !
Lorraine Davis * Mary Knopf Nancy & David Stewart !
Nancy & George Dodd * Marva Komisarow Janet & Todd Stephenson *
Brenda Doden Alice & Jeff Krull Dolores Tomusk
Julie Donnell & John Shoaff * Antoinette Lee * Dana Wichern !
Tammy & Jack Dyer * Regina Leffers Terence & Joyce Wogan
Tina & Fred Eckart * Alison & Max Levy Linda & Mack Wootton *
Sharon & Ben Eisbart * Jeanne & Steve Lewis ! Debra & Remound Wright *
Susan Eisenhauer & Marc Levy * Judy Lindsay ! Judy & Frank Wright *
Claire Ewart Cathy Linsenmayer

Two Special Donors
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” For questions:
“Deep in the water ® Ginny Clark: 625-3837
Where the fish hang out P Dana Wichern: 755-3543
Lives a glum gloomy swimmer ® o ©o 0606006 06 00 0 o

With an ever-present pout.”




